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Mission Dignity

Youth-led Peer Education and College Resource Center

Center Hours: 3pm until 8pm, Tuesday-Friday

Mission Dignity's Vision

Mission Dignity is a non-profit youth-led organization located in San Francisco's Mission District.  Mission Dignity's vision is to improve the lives of culturally diverse youth by creating a new environment filled with positive challenges and growth opportunities where young people can begin to discover a sense of self and community. 

Throughout inner-city neighborhoods, youth continue to face obstacles in their lives such as insufficient education, gang violence, exposure to alcohol and drugs, and influence of negative role models.  As a result, many young people have fallen victim to incarceration, drug addiction, hatred of others and self, violence, and suicide.  Mission Dignity has seen these issues affect youth and has taken a stance in creating changes so that all young people can have fulfilling lives.  

Mission Dignity believes that all youth are capable of success regardless of the stigmatization of many teen groups and young adults by mainstream society. It is Mission Dignity's dream that every young person be given the opportunity to achieve success and become an active community participant, a future leader. Mission Dignity intends to support youth's dreams by offering encouragement and support from strong role models who instill positive examples. Mission Dignity considers itself a tool for social change by raising critical consciousness, providing supportive educational and career planning services, and furthering access to resources that inspire deeper learning and result in greater probability of attaining higher education.  Furthermore, it is our aspiration to support young people from all walks of life and from all communities.  We practice a holistic approach in serving youth everywhere.  

We believe that there are many ways of viewing and understanding the world.  As a result, the roots of community problems must be examined from all angles including sociological, environmental, cultural, historical, and spiritual perspectives.  As future leaders, we need to recognize the history of our community in order to understand the ways we can serve it.  Also, we are pressed with challenges to practice new ways of fostering self-improvement and self-esteem for young people today.  We understand that there is much work to be done towards the liberation of youth in our Mission District community. We hope that our efforts will not be in vain, but instead will be a positive force in humanity's struggle for real freedom from all forms of oppression.

CORE VALUES

The principles of Mission Dignity are based on core values of Service, Social Change, Raising Critical Consciousness, and the Right to a Proper Education, Inspiring Deeper Learning and the Attainment of Higher Education, and Commitment to Building Community.

Service

WE believe in promoting an ethic of service to others through the implementation of service-learning opportunities.

WE believe in drawing upon knowledge, values, and skills to assist youth in need and addressing problems that exist in our community which disempower youth. 

Such problems include:

-The lack of access to knowledge about significant historical figures, cultural groups, and events that have contributed to the liberation of oppressed people.

- The lack of guidance and coaching provided to youth to foster collective thinking, creativity, and social action.

Social Change

WE believe in pursuing social change, particularly with and on behalf of all disenfranchised youth in our community. Our efforts are focused primarily on the issues of: the disempowerment of youth going through the educational system, resulting in the increase of student drop outs; the discrimination faced by youth in the forms of age, race, sex, class; and other forms of social injustice. 

WE strive toward promoting sensitivity to and knowledge about oppression, cultural and ethnic diversity.

WE believe in access to needed information, services, resources, equality and opportunity, to create an environment of meaningful participation in decision-making for all youth.

Raising Critical Consciousness

WE believe that having critical consciousness is important in understanding and making sense of the world around us. Critical consciousness is also the key toward recognizing the issues that have and continue to have negative impacts on our community and other disempowered communities in our society.

WE believe that having critical consciousness is the first step towards liberation from internalized oppression and internal colonization.

WE believe that critical consciousness is the foundation towards praxis (action).

Right to a Proper Education

WE believe that insufficient education has resulted in the destruction of “our best” in society, in our cultures, and in the environment. In order to break the cycle of educational deficiency that has led to the mental incarceration of our youth, we strive for an educational system that will give youth a true knowledge of self and community.

Inspiring Deeper Learning and the Attainment of Higher Education

WE believe that young people need greater access to resources that can support and inspire them to engage in deeper learning and in the attainment of higher education. Young people must know what is possible, and they must have an idea of what steps are needed to reach specific goals before they make decisions regarding higher education and career paths.

WE believe that every high school aged-youth must be given the necessary time, attention and consideration in career planning and college admissions counseling, regardless of their academic success or their ability to be college-bound immediately out of high school.  

Commitment to Building Community

WE believe in a community-centered approach in providing service to youth based on collectivist ideas and values.

WE strive towards the improvement of our community which begins with the nurturing and empowerment of youth through organized community involvement.  Our purpose is to provide youth the opportunity to make informed decisions about their lives and their community as well as to become stakeholders in community development.

WE believe in the concept of “Out of many we are one.”

ACTION PLAN
WE will create a safe environment for all youth, free from drugs, violence, and sexual harassment. 

WE will seek out greater resources for learning about all ancestral and cultural histories in the hopes of supporting a more positive self-identity for all disempowered youth.
WE will not tolerate discrimination of any form: class, racial, sexual, religious, or against people with disabilities.

WE will support all agencies dedicated to unifying our youth and collaborate with all organizations promoting collectivism around community/social development.

WE will provide the opportunity for all youth to have “a voice” in the development of Mission Dignity programs and projects.

WE will take action by reaching out to underserved youth, providing support to overcome obstacles such as a faltering public education system and the socioeconomic disadvantages affecting their neighborhoods.

WE will provide services to all youth gratis (free of charge).
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