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Mission Dignity

Youth-led Peer Education and College Resource Center

Center Hours: 3pm until 8pm, Tuesday-Friday

Code of Conduct for Youth Members
Sign in & Out: All youth are required to sign in and out upon arrival and departure. The sign in sheet is located at the reception desk at the entrance of the Center. 

Behavior: Mission Dignity does not tolerate any behavior that is disrespectful, derogatory, racist, and/or sexist towards other youth, staff, or visitors (i.e. bad language, physical contact). Please read our sexual harassment policy. Mission Dignity will not tolerate fighting in the center and NO WEAPONS are allowed whatsoever.

While in the Building: Please do not trespass on non-Mission Dignity areas; please remain in designated Center areas only.

Clothing: No gang affiliated clothes, including bandannas, belts, or any clothing promoting or claiming affiliation to a gang.

Telephone: Youth are allowed to use the telephone for up to five minutes, for a local call that is work-related/school-related or for emergencies.

Resources: Please treat the Center resources with respect--newspapers, magazines, books, videotapes, television set/VCR, computers, copier, scanner and telephones. 
Bathrooms: Please help us keep the bathroom(s) clean. Treat the bathroom as if it were the one you use at home.

TV/Video/Radio: Only videotapes provided or approved by Center staff may be watched. We will provide headphones for radio and television use; keep the volume on these at a reasonable level.

Computer Workstations: Youth members are allowed to use public computer stations only for homework, research, e-mails, or for any other standard Center activity (i.e. resume, college searches, scholarship searches, registering online for classes). If you are caught using the computer inappropriately, such as chatting or visiting adult sites, you will:

1 Be given a verbal warning.

2 If found on such site(s) a second time you will lose Center privileges for one week.
3 If found on such site(s) a third time you will lose Center privileges permanently.
Staff offices/spaces: Please respect the belongings and/or materials in the staff area. You may enter the staff area only when accompanied by a staff member.
Children: Children are allowed with the condition that the parent will supervise the child at all times. It is the full responsibility of the parent to take care of his/her children.  Children are not to be left unsupervised. At no time will Mission Dignity be liable if a member’s child is injured while in the Center. A special form must be filled out by each youth member who is a parent and will need to be on file with the Center. 

Snacks: Eating and drinking is prohibited at computer terminals or around any Center equipment. You may eat snacks in the designated eating area only.

Leaving the center: Respect the neighborhood, community members, and automobiles. Use your good judgment when leaving the Center. Please do not litter.

Hazards: Follow Safety Guidelines posted in Center.

Repairs: Report all damaged/broken items to staff members right away. Please be courteous.

Sexual Harassment: Please read our sexual harassment policy. 
Alcohol and Drug use: Please read our alcohol and drug use policy. (Next page)


Sexual Harassment Policy

Sexual Harassment means unwelcome sexual advances, request for sexual favors, or other verbal, visual or physical conduct of a sexual nature. Although males are vulnerable to sexual harassment, women are the most likely victims. Harm caused by sexual harassment can be extreme, including humiliation, loss of dignity, psychological (and sometimes physical) injury, and damage to self-image.  Mission Dignity practices zero tolerance of sexual harassment or other forms of harassment. Other forms of harassment include:

· Racial, ethnocentric comments intended to demean people from other ethnic, cultural, and religious backgrounds;


· Homophobic remarks;


· Offensive remarks towards people with disabilities.


Anyone violating this policy will be immediately asked to leave the Center. Mission Dignity’s desire is to ensure the safety and comfort of all youth participants wanting to utilize the Center’s resources.

Alcohol and Drug Use Policy

Mission Dignity is a community created to support learning, empowerment, and growth. We believe in promoting education, critical consciousness, and healthy lifestyles in a drug free environment. Our Center is committed to ensuring an environment free from the exchange, sale and use of alcohol and drugs. We ask that you respect this environment by not using or selling alcohol and drugs for your safety and comfort and that of others. 


I have read the Center Code of Conduct and/or had the rules read to me. I understand and agree to abide by them at all times. I have received a copy of the rules mentioned above for my own reference. 

______________________________________________________________________________

Name                                          Youth Signature                                                                   Date
Staff Initials and Date______________________

Your participation and cooperation is greatly appreciated.











