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My grandma was a packrat. When she died in December 1996 at age 90, my mom and
I found all kinds of things that Grandma had stashed away. Newspaper clippings from
decades earlier. Notebooks with quips and quotes from newspapers and magazines.
And three letters to my mom.
We loved Grandma and she loved us, but she had a very hard time vocalizing it. She’d
do things for you or give you gifts, and those were her way of saying, “I love you.”
The three love letters to my mom were written over a 12-year period and ended up
being the most valuable gift that remains from Grandma’s “stuff.”
Another 90-year-old lady who was close to my heart passed away in February. I’d
visited with Tommie Walker a number of times over the years and she was featured in
one of our Mission:Dignity videos. This dear pastor’s widow stashed away a lot of
mementos over time but, unlike my grandma, Tommie saved things that had eternal
value. And she didn’t have a problem telling anyone she loved them. That was true for
her family and also for those in our Mission:Dignity family.
One of the things Miss Tommie left behind was her self-written obituary. It’s a brief
snapshot of a legacy of faith lived alongside her husband for the good of others and for
the glory of God. You’ll find a copy on the back of this page and I hope you’ll be
encouraged knowing you’ve had a part in helping people just like Tommie. I also trust
you’ll grasp the great love she had for those who made her life more secure in old age.
Thanks for sharing this month and reminding nearly 1,800 retired pastors, workers and
widows of the love of the Lord and their Baptist family. Your generosity is a blessing
to them and a wonderful testimony to leave behind for the generations that follow.
Grace and peace,

John Ambra
Director of Development
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